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Meghiliaya launches key Initiatives under Education Sector to Durture young miDd~; 
Education Minister .. rges teachers to create joyful karning environment 

PRESS RELEASE 

Shillong I Feb 29, 2024 

With an aim to foster and nurture homegrown technology and innovation and to reaffinn the commitment 10 scientific 
enquiry whi le fostering scientific temper among State' s youth, the National Science Day was celebrated in Shillong in a 
two day event from february 28 to 29, 2024 at State Convention Centre~ Shillotlg. The theme orlhe event this year was 
"Indigenous Technologies for Viksit Bhara'''. The event saw the participation of high school students and teachers from in 
and around Shillong ci ty. 

Speaking during the inaugural session of the event, the Chief Guest, Mr. 
Rakkam A Sangma, Minister of Education, and Government of 
Meghalaya expressed his excitement while interacting with the young 
minds, stating that he too is a keen learner with great interest in science 
and math subjects. Speaking about the importance of the subjects in not 
only nurturing and developing the cognit ive skills of chi ld ren , but more 
so, in navigating the complexities of life, Sangma announced that from 
the ycar 2024, the Government will make Science and Maths as 
mandatory subjects in the school curriculum, keeping in mind the 
importance of these subjects ill developing life skills among youth. He 
also informed that the Slate is in the process of developing a state 

curriculum framework which will be completed soon. He added that NCERT textbooks will soon be included in the school 
syllabus across the State, as previously announced. 

He encouraged teachers present at the event to exercise patience with their students, especially when explaining concepts, 
theories and formulas so that the students are motivated to know more about the subject. He urged teachers to create a 
joyfulleaming environment for students. 

Speaking on the issue of job reservation, the Minister urged students to look beyond Meghalaya and to inculcate a larger 
vision of contributinlt to the nation and the world. 

"There is a need to develop an open mindset and prepare ourselves and especially our youth to look and go beyond 
Meghalaya", he said, adding that the future of tomorrow will be decided by Ilurturillg the ideas that we have today. 

The 1st day of the programme witllessed the launch o£key initiatives: 

1. Launch of Qu«n's Gambit: A New Era of Chess Education in Meghalaya: This is an initiative where, with an aim 
to enhance cognitive skills, strategic thinking and problem solving abilities amollg children and adolescents, chess is 
being introduced in schools. Launched under the banner of 'Queen' s Gambit' to attract attention from school 
slOdellts, all schools were urged to register themselves for the programme. 

2. Launeh of Meghalaya STAR 30: Guiding Aspirations for NEET/J EE exams: under this initiative, annual residential 
coaching fac ili ties is being initiated for 30 students per cohort from across Meghalaya, especially from rural areas for 
aspirants to be able to prepare and clear the NEET/lEE examinations. STAR 30 will offer resident ial coaching 
faci lities for students who have completed 12th standard, providing dedicated mentorship from expert resource 
persons. 

3. Launcb of PULSE (Promoting Understanding a nd Learning in Science Education: PULSE is aimed at nurturing 
and developing an imerest in studenlS for the science subject through demonstrated as well as visual representations. 
During the poster launch, the Shil10ng Science Centre was launched through which interested students can register 
for PULSE. Through th is, students arc being given opportunities to visit the center through their schools. 

4. Launcb ofTecb Tutor : Exploring Science and Maths in the Virtual Classroom: the launch iocluded a 
trailer video urging students to subscribe to the SCSTE Meghalaya 
YouTube Channel. This unique ini tiative is designed to make education 
easily accessible to all studel1ts. especially those livillg in remote areas. 
Lessons in Science and Maths by expert resource persons will be 
uploaded on the YouTube channel everyday in local languages as well 
as in English. 

Delivering his keynote address, Mr. GUl1anka DB, IFS, Joint Secretary 
to the Government of Meghalaya, Planning Dept & Member Secretary. 
State Council of Science Teclmology and Environment (SCSTE)­
Meghalaya said that the core mandate of tile SCSTE is to work towards 



developing the cognitive abilities of OUT children and adolescents, and especially to develop a penchant for science and 
math subjects. He said, "The SCSTE is working to address the learning outcomes, while supplementing the activities of the 
Education Depanment". 

Speaking about the launch of initiatives including the Queen's Gambit, Meghalaya STAR30, PULSE and TechTutor 
Meghalaya, Mr Gunanka said that all the initiatives are most ly targeted at not only making education accessible to students 
in rural areas, but more so, in creating an interest among students for Sdence and Math Subjects as they can help them 
navigate the complexities of life. He also spoke about the plan of havi llg a science lab on wheels which will travel to 
schools located in remote areas. He added that all the initiatives are aimed at sustaining perennial interest in the 
aforementioned subjects, rather than just making it a one day affair . 
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The Guest of Honour, Mr Sampath Kumar, lAS, Development 
Commissioner and Principal Secretary, Government of Meghalaya spoke 
about the recently launched Meghalaya Multi Sectoral Programme for 
Adolescent Well being and Resilience (MPOWER) and added that 
adolescent period from 9-19 years of age offers a critical window of 
opponunity for nunuring and creation of a cognit ive capital for the State, 
and this project is aimed at providing an enabling suppon to the target 
group. 

He said that we should develop and nunure our skills in such a manner so 
as to help others around us. He added that homosapiens have been able to 

progress essentially due to science and scientific thinking. Echoing the words of the Education Minister, he funher went on 
to emphasize Ihe significance of teachers in nurturing young minds. "It is a joint effoo by the parents, teachers and students 
to work with a purpose", he said, while urging students to come up with STEM clubs in schools and also visit the Chief 
Minister's Youth centers to avail the facili ties therein. He reiterated, "we should all work with a collective goal of making 
Meghalaya one of the top 10 states in India and work towards making the State the cognitive capital of the world to fu lfill 
the Chief Ministers vision of making Meghalaya one of the top 10 states in India" . 

The programme witnessed the felicilation of Meritorious Students who 
scored the highest marks in Science, Technology & Mathematics of 
Secondary & Higher Secondary MBOSE Examination 2022-2023. 
Students and teachers were sensiti :red about the MPOWER Programme by 
Ms. Grauldiz Lyngdoh from the State Capability Enhancemellt Project 
(SCEP) team. 

Stations and stalls representing MPOWER, Meghalaya Early Childhood 
Development Mission (MECDM). Chess Comer, Water Resources 
Department, Directorate of Animal Husbandry and Veterinary, Zoological 
Survey of India, Botanical Survey of India, among othelS, gamered huge 

~"''"t. 

The second sessiOli inc luded science activities with Science Popular talk and video screening of Indigenous Technical 
Knowledge, Science skits through a puppet show, Science Exhibition & Innovation Exhibition, Teehnologies propagated 
by SCSTE, Poster presel1 tat ion, Science Experiments & Demonstration and Science Model Exhibition by School Eco 
Clubs. 

The second day of the National Science Day celebrations witnessed Poster 
presentations by Research Scholars, North Eastem Hills University (NEHU) 
and Nat ional Children Science Congress (NCSC) Projects. Open quiz & 
Extempore speech Competitions also witnessed good panicipalion from 
students. The weeklong Nalional Science Day Carnival ended wi th a Night 
Sky Observation. 

The Closing session was marked with a prize distribution ceremony to 
winners of different competitions (posters/modelsldrawinglpainling). 
Cenificales of panicipation were also distributed to the participating 
organizat ionsilnstituteslSchools. The vote of thanks was presented by Mr. 

Twinkle Kharbuli from Shillong science cenler, Meghalaya. 

It may be meRlioned that as pan of celebrat ion of National Science Day 2024, the Slate Counci l of Science Technology and 
Environment (SCSTE) Meghalaya, along wi th Shi1long Science Center had initiated a weeklong Science Programme from 
February 26th to March 2nd, 2024. 
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