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PRESS RELEASE 

The Office o f the District Medical & Health O ffi cer. in collaborat ion wilh the Office of the Deputy 

Commissioner. the Office orlhe District Animal Husbandry & Veterinary Officer and Just Be Friendly (J BF) Trust 
under Mission Rabies. will launch an anli-rabies vaccination drive for stray dogs from Monday, 28'" September 2026 
from 8:00 AM onwards till the 30th ofSeplcmbcr 2026. 

Why this drive? As Rabies is almost 100% fata l once symptoms appear. but it is also almost IW/o 
prevcmable. Since most human cases come from dog bites. controlling r3bics in dogs is the most eff~cl i ... e way to 

protect people. 
A One Uealth approach Rabies si ts at the meeting point of human and animal health. so no single department 

can control it alone. Under the One Health approach and the National Rabies Control Programme. the Health 

Department. the District Administration. Veterinary Departments, and civil society partners have come together to 
wori; towards rabies elimination in the distr ict. 

Community awareness activities under this collaborution have already been underway. 
What is being launched? 

• Stray dog vaccination: carried oot by JBF Trust (Mission Rabies). 
• Pct dog vaccination: spearheaded by the Distr ict Veterinary Department. 

• Coverage: in this first phase. the drive will cover JO","'IIi town. with plans to expand to other areas o r the 
district 

Appeal to the public 

• Pel owners are urged to get their dogs vaccinated duri ng the drive at Mission Compound 

• Anyone binen or scrntched by a dog should immediately wash the wound with soa p and running wllter for 

15 minutes and go to the nearest health fac ility for anti·rabies vaccine. Anti· rabies vaccine is avai lable free 
of cost at government hea lth facili ties. 

• Do not rely on traditional remedies or delay lltatment after a bite. 

For fu rther information. please contact : 
The District Survei llance Oniccr 

WeSi Jaintia l1ills District Jowai 
+91 9485 1 754)0 

SdI· 
District Med ical & Uealth Officer 

West Jllintia Hills District Jowai 


